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CHAPTER III

Do actualize the whole capacity of the possible intellect in

speculation and action.

1. We must now determine what is the end
of human society as a whole, and having deter-
mined that, we shall have accomplished more
than half of our labor, according to the Philo-
sopher in his writings to Nicomachus." In order

t\o discern the point in question more clearly,
observe that as Nature fashions the thumb for
one purpose, the whole hand for another, then
the arm for a purpose differing from both, and
the entire man for one differing from all, so she
creates for one end the individual, for another
the family, for another the village, for still an-
other end the city, for another the kingdom,
and finally for an ultimate end, by means of His
art which is Nature, the Eternal God brings into
being the human race in its totality. And this
last is what we are in search of as the directive
first principle of our investigation.

2. In beginning, then, let it be recognized
that God and Nature make* nothing in vain;

but that whatever comes into being comes with
a definite function. For, according to the inten-
tion of the creator, as creator, the ultimate end
of a created being is not the being itself but its
proper function.? Wherefore a proper function
exists not for the sake of the being, but contra-
riwise. Thereis, then, some distinct function for
which humanity as a whole is ordained, a func-
tion which neither an individual nor a house-
hold, neither a village, nor a city, nor a particu-
lar kingdom, has power to perform.* What this
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