Twenty years ago, the first Americans

set foot upon the Moon. Now is the
time for the United States, to return to
bold goals. TR .y e pO Or

Return America to Leadership

by Marsha Freeman }

ith the launch of Apollo 11 on July 16, 1969, a
W million scientists, engineers, and skilled work-

ers witnessed the culmination of a decade of
hard work and full-time commitment. For a smaller group,
it was the fulfillment of a dream that had started 40 years
earlierin Germany and survived world war and relocation—
a dream that represented a stepping-stone for man’s jour-
ney to the rest of the solar system.

It has been estimated that nearly half of the people on
Earth knew about America’s Moon landing as it was happen-
ing. For the 600 million people (about one fifth the world’s
population at that time) who watched Neil Armstrong's first
small step via television, itwas the finest hour for America—
a nation that was itself explored by those who first left only
their footprints, to be followed by others who moved here
with a commitment to tame and develop this new world.

The crowd at Cape Canaveral on the morning of the
Apollo 11 launch, July 16, has been estimated at 1 million.
In the grandstand was a crowd of 20,000, including 3,500
reporters and photographers from 56 nations. Also present
at the launch were Rev. Ralph Abernathy and members of
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, who had
originally come in protest.

Looking back 20 years, it seems impossible that such a
long-term program—which would not have been complet-
ed in John F. Kennedy’s presidency even if he had served
two full terms—could be carried out and meet its major
goal. Today, such long-term programs are hardly proposed.
Although only the lunar landing part of the plan was carried
through to completion, President Kennedy’s lunar initia-
tive, contrary to popular misconception, was not an iso-
lated program but part of a broad upgrading and accelera-
tion of the infant U.S. space effort.

The Apollo mission was certainly implemented in re-
sponse to serious political setbacks early in Kennedy’s ad-
ministration, such as the Bay of Pigs, but it became an inte-
gral part of his plan to move into the decade of the 1960s
with a vision of the future based on a domestic economic
policy of growth. Many of President Kennedy's initiatives
were not implemented. While he publicly stated his polic-
ies in numerous speeches before the American people,
many governmentdepartments in practice did the opposite
of what the president proposed, and some policies were
not enacted into law by Congress. In fact, Kennedy’s cabi-
net, including science adviser Jerome Wiesner, opposed
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Apollo 11, which took man to his first Moon landing.














































