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youngster looks at a model of a nudear—propeﬂed Mars Fander in 1966 at NASA 's Nuclear Rocket Development Station.
1 Jackass Flats, Nevada. Had the United States pursued its amb;trous space program, she might have been part of a Moon

Is the Key
To Economlc Growth

by Marsha Freeman

.'f man heads agam for the Moon and Mars, there will be no limits to economic growth
on Earth or to cultural optimism.




hatwould the world look like today had we made
the energy technologies developed in the U.S.
Apollo program the basis for the economy of the
past 20 years?
® No nation would be concerned about pollution, or
threatened with the cutoff of essentials (like refrigerators),
because we would have significantly replaced the less-effi-
cient—and, therefore, polluting—energy production and
materials-processing technologies with nuclear sources
and direct electricity conversion.
® No nation would suffer shortages or a catastrophic lack
of energy resources. With an efficient, reliable, and eco-
nomical supply of energy, every nation would have had the
basis upon which to revolutionize agriculture, transporta-
tion, processing, and manufacturing industries, as well as
consumer goods and services and health care.
® No nation would now have to see the life expectancies
of its population fall, reversing the dramatic gains that were
made throughout the 1960s.

The world has paid dearly for the fact that economic poli-
cies of the past two decades stopped the hands on the clock
of technological progress. In the developing nations, the
toll is in the tens of millions of lives. In the industrialized
nations, the collapse in living standards of an increasing
share of the population, combined with cultural pessi-
mism, has helped produce the despair evidenced in the
worsening drug epidemic.

Today, our home planet of Earth stands at the threshold
of the greatest potential explosion of new knowledge and
technological breakthrough—if we set our sights on the
Moon and Mars. The clock can be restarted, by a recom-
mitment of mankind to conquer the space frontiers that we
so tentatively touched on 30 years ago. We can pick up
where we left off and begin to use what our scientists and
engineers created in the first decades of the space age: the
basis for the permanent extension of mankind throughout
the solar system.

In 1962, the editors of Fortune magazine authored a book
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railroads—and in educating its people to create and develop new technologies. Here, the South Boston Iron Company in

the 1830s, accessible by sea, rail, and road.
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