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What You Can Do
To Stop Marijuana

A June 1980 report issued by the National Institute of
Drug Abuse reporting a national survey on drug usage
for 1979 contains the following startling results: “Two-
thirds of young adults (68.2 percent), three in ten youth
(30.9 percent), and one-fifth of older adults (19.6 per-
cent) report having ever used marijuna.” Over 50 per-
cent of these users had smoked marijuana within the
last month when questioned, most reporting a pattern
of usage five days or more within the month.

The largest recruitment period is high school age.
Current usage, the report says, “increases fourfold be-
tween youth ages 12-13 and 14-15 (4 percent and 17
percent, respectively).” This pattern of rapid increase
is not just true for marijuna. In 1979, 5.4 percent of our
nation’s youth had already used cocaine.

Since the mid-1970s, eleven states have “‘decriminal-
ized” marijuana, effectively ceasing to enforce any
laws against personal use. The results are indicated by
a 1978 New York State study, conducted one year after
that state had decriminalized. In one year, “heavy”
high school age users had increased by 300 percent.
Other “harder” drugs which the promarijuana lobby
claims are unrelated to pot smoking had taken corre-
sponding leaps in use.

The federal government has done nothing to stop the
drug epidemic. The Carter administration and leading
members of Congress in both major parties have been
in league with the biggest prodrug lobbying group, the
National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana
Laws (NORML), whose avowed goal for the 1980s is
full legalization of drugs. Not only has the Carter
White House campaigned since entering office for
marijuana decriminalization, but the administration
has curbed federal drug enforcement .

The administration’s worst measure was the Octo-
ber 1980 shutdown of the Paris regional office of the
Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), the center

for stopping heroin from entering the United States
from the Middle and Far East via European transship-
ment and refining centers.

Even worse is in store for the nation’s future under a
possible Ronald Reagan administration. One of the Re-
publican presidential candidate’s top economic ad-
visers, Milton Friedman, has publicly and repeatedly
advocated legalization of both marijuana and heroin.

The stink of immorality in our country's highest po-
litical institutions confronts the American people with
a fundamental moral decision. Will our citizens stand
by and watch as the minds of the next generation are
blown away in the illusory pleasures of marijuana
smoke? Will they continue to look away as entire na-
tions are reduced to poverty in the service of policies
dictated by the international drug cartel? Will they
stand passive as these same policies are applied to
wreck our own industrialized states.

Two tasks are on the immediate agenda if we are to
stop the drug epidemic. First, we must force Congress
to restore the functions of the DEA that were cut from
the 1980-81 budget. Second, we must block marijuana
decriminalization and legalization from passage in any
state or national legislative body.

The articles reprinted here from War on Drugs con-
tain the ammunition for the urgent citizens' defense
against the marijuana lobby. Dr. Gabriel Nahas has
summarized the authoritative medical evidence show-
ing that marijuana is not ‘“harmless.” Other articles
identify the pot lobby’s goals, methods, and protectors
in high places. Now, it is up to you to act.

Neve Hrmars

Nora Hamerman
Editor-in-Chief
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