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Editorial 

Saving America's cities 
from more than drugs 

In this issue of War on Drugs, 
dedicatejd to Saving America's 

Cities, we describe in some detail 
how coalitions are forming in New 
York and Philadelphia to clean up 
the spreading illegal-drug prob­
lem. The same story will soon be 
told of Los Angeles, Boston, Chi­
cago and other major centers. 

These citizens are mobilizing to 
defend the most fundamental of 
political rights: the right of chil­
dren to bej educated, to develop as 
productive, creative individuals. 
The fulfillment of that right re­
quires the context of great urban 
centers, where industrial progress 
both fosters educational opportu­
nity and allows its fruits to be 
realized as useful inventions and 
innovations. 

It is because the battle is being 
defined on this ground that the 
war on drugs is an effective start­
ing point for what is, in reality, a 
far more awesome conflict. The 
epidemic of mind-altering "recrea­
tional" chemicals is part of a con­
scious plot, by powerful interest 
groups that influence U.S. policy, to 
rip up our cities and turn back the 
clock on development. 

The '80s Agenda 
The prodrug Carter administra­

tion left behind a draft report on 
urban policy by the President's 
Commission for a National Agen­
da for the '80s. Released as one of 
the last acts in office of the Carter 
White House in December 1980, 
this draft calls for an "orderly 
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phaseout of the cities" with relo­
cation of the people to the South 
and Southwest "sunbelt." The '80s 
Agenda overthrows the notion of 
man's increasing mastery over na­
ture that has been the historical 
basis of the American System, and 
pushes the goals long associated 
with the Maoist New Left—an end 
to heavy industry. 

We should like to assume that 
President Reagan, who was elected 
on the basis of public rejection of 
just such rubbish, would dump 
this agenda in the process of fu­
migating the White House. Unfor­
tunately, among the bodies pro­
moting this Maoist, "postindus-
trial" premise is the Washington, 
D.C. Heritage Foundation, which 
enjoys considerable influence in 
the Reagan administration as a 
"conservative" think tank. 

The "planned shrinkage" of U.S. 
cities, particularly those in the 
Northeast, has already been ac­
cepted by the Eastern Establish­
ment media and all too many poli­
ticians as the starting point for a 
debate on urban policy. But it is 
simply the U.S. domestic corollary 
for what the New York Council on 
Foreign Relations "1980s Project" 
pushed as the "controlled disinte­
gration" of the world economy. 
This approach was the policy-basis 
for the Carter administration; it 
bequeathed to the world such 
atrocities as the Khomeini regime 
in Iran, which is now carrying out 
the advanced stages of deurbani-
zation of that unhappy country, 
with effects the photograph of 
"postindustrial" Teheran on page 
38 of this magazine tells better 
than words. 

Genocidal plans 
Terms such as "planned" and 

"controlled" are perhaps intended 
to soothe the public that the au­
gust policy makers supervising the 
decay of our civilization are taking 
responsible control of an inevitable 
process. In fact, the "postindus­
trial society" promoters are geno­
cidal maniacs who should not be 
trusted to walk a dog in Central 
Park. 


