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Editorial 

Why the U.S. must not 
support Jamaica's Seaga 

David Rockefeller, who in his 
infinite wisdom installed Jim­

my Carter and 13 other members 
of Rockefeller's Trilateral Commis­
sion in the| U.S. Executive in 1976-
1980, now has some advice for the 
Reagan administration. Rockefel­
ler has set up a "business" group 
that is lobbying for Reagan to 
make Jamaica under Prime Minis­
ter Edward Seaga the model for 
U.S. Latin American policy. 

Seaga, Rockefeller argues, is 
making Jamaica into a great ex­
ample of the "American" free en­
terprise system and should be sup­
ported as a bulwark against Fidel 
Castro's adventurist antics. Vice-
President George Bush, a former 
Trilateral member, claims to agree 
with Rockefeller. 

In his public statements on this 
issue, Rockefeller has failed to 
mention one disturbing fact: Seaga 
is openly committed to encourag­
ing the illicit marijuana traffic 
that has become his country's ma­
jor cash crop. The Carter adminis­
tration was, of course, on record as 
favoring the legalization of mari­
juana. But why should Reagan lis­
ten to David Rockefeller? 

The choice in Latin America is 
not between Seaga and Castro, two 
thugs who deserve each other. The 
choice is between a U.S. policy 
based on cooperation for the indus­
trial development of Mexico as the 
model for stable, republican-capi­
talist economic growth in the re­
gion; and an alliance with cultist 
Seaga, based on exactly the same 

"pragmatic" principles that led to 
foreign policy disaster after for­
eign policy disaster under Carter. 

The Mexico model 
Nothing better exemplifies the 

promise embodied in a strong, bi­
lateral relationship of cooperation 
between the United States and 
Mexico than our two countries' on­
going illegal-drug eradication pro­
gram. Begun on a large scale in 
1975-76, this program utilizing U.S. 
technical advice and equipment 
transformed Mexico from a major 
producer of marijuana and heroin 
into a relatively minor exporter of 
those drugs. Every American law 
enforcement official and technical 
aide involved in the Mexican pro­
gram gives glowing testimony of 
the commitment of the Mexican 
government to removing this 
threat to Mexico's own and other 
nations' youth, even in the Carter 
years when U.S. aid dwindled. 

The inclusion in the projected 
1982 budget of Reagan of the latest 
NASA technologies for crop moni­
toring to help Mexican drug eradi­
cation is an excellent example of 
the kind of sale of advanced U.S. 
technologies to Mexico that must 
be extended to many other areas. 
Specifically, we recommend that 
President Reagan engage in large 
scale oil-for-technology deals with 
Mexico. These will both spur that 
country's development and provide 
export markets for the recovery of 
depression-struck U.S. industry. 

The reason the U.S.-Mexico anti­
drug program succeeded is 
straightforward. Exactly like the 
United States in the period of its 
emergence as a major industrial 
power, the Mexican government is 
committed to fostering the nation's 
rapid industrial growth as a sov­
ereign republic. Under the Mexican 
Constitution, as under the U.S. 
Constitution, the most precious re­
source of the republic is the con­
stant development of its labor 
power—the creative mental pow­
ers of the citizenry. Technological 
advances are the means by which 
the population both grows numer­
ically, and qualitatively increases 
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